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MIKE DOMBECK grew up i the Moaose Lake area and graduated from Hayward High Schoof and
the University of Wiscansin- Stevens Point. He has a B.S. degree in Biology and an M.S. degree
in Aguatic Biology. He has taught Zoology at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point and is
presently a staff member of the University of Minnesota’s Belf Museum of Natural History. Mike
has also been an area fishing guide since his high school days.
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The mystenous and elusive "“timber doodle”
is a bird man knows little about. The woodcock is
rarely seen and flies, in its fluttenng fashion, be-
tween the hours of dusk and dawn. It is the only
member of the shorebird family that has left the
sermi-aquatic habitat to live in moist uplands.

The woodcock winters in Louisiana and other
parts of the South. Its migration north to Wiscon-
sin and Southern Canada begins in early spring,
and it is the first bird 1o nest here in the spring. Iis
courtship procedures are very complicated and
colortul. The males sing every maorning and eve-
ning dunng their migration north. When they
finally arrive on their nesting grounds they set up
territories and the singing continues with the hope
ot altracung a mate. At dusk and dawn the male
sings his “twittering’” song and about every five
minutes takes off in his riwalistic zig-zag spiral
flight. Each flight takes him higher into the sky. He
rumbles back to earth singing and lands exactly on
his own territory. This flight takes place several
times and each time he tumbles down to the same
spot. Attracted by his display the fermale flies 1o
meet hum upon his return to his territory. A well
camouflaged nest is built and three or four brown-
ish colored egqs are laid. The downy young hatch
after an incubation period of about 21 days.

THE TIMBER DOODLE

Woodcocks commonly inhabit moist dense
forests along the edges of beaver ponds, lakes,
and streams. Its browrnish color pattemn closely
resembles a dead leaf and canceals 1t from pre
dators very well, Earthworms are (1s principal food,
although insects are often included in 1ts diet. [1s
stout bill enables it to probe the moist ground in
search of earthworms. Since earthworms require
damp soil they will be found closer to water dunng
dry parts of the seasan and the woodcock tollows
it1s food. These probing holes are easy 1o locate
and are evidence of a woodcock near by

Migration south occurs in Oclober and al this
time flocks of 50 or more may be seen. The wood-
cock gradually makes ils way south at a flight
speed of about 13 mph. They are a popular game
bird and their fluttenng thght patterns give the
hunter a real challenge. The meat is dark and tasty,
and an adult bird rarely weighs over 8 ounces

The “timber doodle” can be seen here in
Sawyer County along streams and lakes i dense
cover, but you must remain quiet and alert 1o get a
alimpse of him.
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* ATIRACTS & KILLS
FLYING INSECTS
ELECTRONICALLY
o UL, LISTED
e EFFECTIVE WITHIN 33,000 Q. FT. AREA
« FULL FACTORY WARRANTY FOR ONE YEAR
e SAFE — OUTER GRID CARRIES NO ELECTRICAL CHARGE
e HARMLESS TO PEOPLE, PETS & BIRDS

D & L DIST., BOX 201, RTE. 8, HAYWARD. WI e 634-4158
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On Main Street - Downtown Hayward
Open Evenings

SCheer’S Sundays ta 4 pm.

NORTHWOODS SPORTS

Dick Scheer o Phone 634-8550
* FISHING TACKLE ¢ FISH LOCATORS
¢ GUNS — AMMUNITION * ARCHERY
¢ ELECTRIC TROLLING MOTORS
» REEL PARTS & BULK LINE
* CYPRESS GARDEN WATER SKIS AND
ACCESSORIES * HERMAN BOOTS
The Largest Display of Mepps and Mr. Twister
Baits in the North



